PRINCIPAL CHARITY CLASSIC

ROUND 1 QUOTES O Principal’
May 30, 2025 Charity Classic

JEFF SCHMID  (-7)

Q. Jeff, opening 65 here at the Principal Charity Classic, just to start tell us about
your round.

JEFF SCHMID: Well, | started off birdie, birdie, birdie, which for a qualifier is pretty good.
Then | actually lipped out on the fourth hole, so that would have been nice. But | played
really well today, hit a lot of good shots, made some putts, made some good saves, good lag
putting. We played in the Senior PGA last week so lag putting got really good from there. It
was a really good round.

Q. This is your first time playing this course, right?
JEFF SCHMID: Not this course. In this tournament, yeah.

Q. I mean, how much of this do you come in with an open mindset of just chill, I'll let
the chips fall where they might go?

JEFF SCHMID: Yeah. So I'm from lowa here, we play our section championship here so I'm
pretty familiar with this place. I'm playing pretty well, | played decent last week in the Senior
PGA. You know, | was competent, | guess. | didn't think | would shoot 65. That being said, |
wish | would have shot like 62, | left some opportunities out there. | expect to shoot 65 every
time. | don't very often, but that's kind of how golf is, | guess.

Q. How many times have you tried to qualify to get in here?

JEFF SCHMID: Just a couple times. I'm 56 and three times is all. Just scheduling conflicts.
I'm a club pro, teaching. Just for some reason, like last year my daughter graduated from
high school so | didn't want to try that. | was close, both times | was like a shot off, so to
make it this year was nice. It's cool to be playing in my home state.

Q. How cool was it, | heard you speak when you qualified to get in that it's an honor
to play with these guys.

JEFF SCHMID: Yeah, it's awesome. They're kind of my idols, a lot of them. | tried to play
for about 15 years so | played in Asia, South America, Canada, so | know a lot of the guys.
It's kind of fun for me because | see a lot of old friends, but at the same time they're better
than me. It's always good to just test yourself against the best in the world, that's what it is.
I'm a club pro, | teach, but I still like to play and there's no higher standard than these guys



to base your game on, so it's just kind of cool.
Q. I'm sure you've seen what Jason Caron's been doing?

JEFF SCHMID: Yeah, yeah, yeah. | know, | don't want to like -- | don't know how to say
this, but this is a career changer. Literally, it's a lottery ticket with 78 players, 79 players. I'm
down that list, but it could change your life, a week can change your life. It changed his life.

Q. You're good with that, right?

JEFF SCHMID: Yeah. Well, you get opportunities in life. There's nothing bad that can
happen in this. If | finish last, I'm still -- it's cool to be here. But it's golf. I'm a competitor, |
expect to play well, but we'll see how it goes.

Q. You mentioned all that being cool to be here, but did you see yourself high up on
the leaderboard?

JEFF SCHMID: Yeah, it's pretty cool.
Q. What's your mindset going into these next two days?

JEFF SCHMID: Yeah, like last year in the Senior PGA | was like in sixth place after a
couple rounds, so that was kind of cool. | don't know, you start feeling comfortable-ish.
Honestly, | hate to say it, | don't know what I'll do tomorrow, hopefully I'll play well. I'm -- |
want to say I'm surprised. | don't want to be cocky but | played well and that's what you do,
just try to take one shot at a time. | teach all day long, | tell the people it's one shot at a time
and you add up the score and that's what happens.

The hardest part about golf is not thinking about it. | didn't look at one leaderboard today,
which is very rare for me, | really like to do that but you know where you stand. And the
pressure will be on the next two days for sure, so we'll see how | can handle it.

Q. How much did it help playing last week at Congressional and then --

JEFF SCHMID: Yeah, it really is good because | don't play multiple weeks like this. Yeah,
it's kind of cool. It's the first time in a long time I've played like two solid weeks. But | got
home, | drove straight home and taught about six lessons on Monday. Yeah, it's cool to
be -- | feel like I'm in the groove a little bit, and a good groove too seems like.



